.pfw Magna Cum Laude Award -F'"’w

An Imtemational Award Recognizing Band Programs of Outstanding Musical Excellence
fram Small Schools

Adrninistered by WEDI Sponsored by Gladys 5. Wright

Purpose

To identify, recognize, and honor middle school concert band programs from schoaols with an enrallment of
500 or less, that have demonstrated particu|ar|1l,r 5ign'|r|can|: high standards of excellence in concert activities

over a period of several years.

How to Apply

The director nominating their band for the award will be asked to submit materials for valuation purposes.
These should include:

1. Concert programs from a minimum of the previous three years.

2. Three copies of digital recordings of state sanctioned concert band festival or contest pedormances or
a professional recording of a concert from the previous two years. Recordings should include a
standard march and two contrasting concert selactions at grade 3 or higher.
Evidence of student participation in Sola and Ensemble festivals.
Evidence of student participation in All-District/A|l-Statefother such honor band events.
Phatographs of the directer and concert band.
Press clippings ar copies of prass <lippings.
Written recommendations of three or more conductors of recognized reputation who have heard the

SRR

band perform recently.
8. Copies of adjudication forms from state sanctioned concert band festivals/contests.
9. All materals should be submitted anline or in a portfolio not more than 1 inch thick.
10. Application deadline is October 1%

Submit portfolio online or mail to:
Amanda Maloney
1012 M 7th Street
Yandalia, IL 62471

Oinline submission may be emailed to wb-d'lmag na@gma”.cnm

The Award
Bands receiving the Manga Cum Laude SAward will recaive:
1. The Magna Cum Laude plague for the director.
2. A distinctive plague for the school.
3. Certificate for student members of the performing group.



Award Presentation
The award will be presanted at the annual luncheon at the Midwest Clinie. If a WBD| member is near ensugh
te the winning school, it may be aranged with the director of the school for a presentation to be made at a
concert after the Midwest presentation.

Procedura

Maminations will be received from any source and at any time by Women Band Directors Intemational. The
nominations will be evaluated by the selection committee astablished by WBDI. The selection committes will
be composed of succescful public school and university band directors who are experienced music educators.

There & no specific number of schools honored each year. Bands that are approved to receive this award will
be notified by the selection committee.

Selection Criteria

e The band must have achieved and maintained a high standard in the concert band area over a periad of five
years.

e The band must have been evaluated by qualified persons and should have recaived ratings of Superior at
state or regional lavels of festival or competitive perfarmances.

& The director must have been incumbent in histher position for at least five years, including the current
year,

s Anumber of studants should have participated in all-esunty/district/state honor bands and similar all area
groups, and solafensemble avents.

# The total program must exemplify what is considered a sound, viable music educational program for the
level of endeavar,

Selection Committee
Amanda Allen, Monticello, IL Tiffany Hitz Hermdon, WA Darla McBryde, Huntsville, TX
Susan Creasup, Newport, Wi Barbara Lambracht El Paso, TX Amanda Moloney, Vandalia, IL
Andrea Gonzalez, Austin, TX Mary Land, Kalamazoo, Ml Chiyo Trauemicht, Blair, NE

Award Sponsor: Gladys Stone Wright
Gladys Stone Wright, founding president of WBD in 1947, was bom in 'Wasoo, Oregon. She graduated from Lebanon High

School in Lebanon, Oregon befare attending the University of Cregon where she received both her bachelor’s and master's
degreas In 1953, the was mamed to Dr. Al G Wright.

Shie has 34 years of teachang espenence at the high school level: Elmen High School [enraliment 203 in Elrea, Cregan
[1948.1953), Criterbiesn High School fenmllment 97} in Oiterbesn, Indiana {1954-1961], Klondke High School feninallment
300) in 'West Lafayette, Indiana [1963-1970), and William Henry Hamrison High Schoaol in 'West Lafayette, Indiana [157 0-1984£).
Her bands peformed in several mussc education conferences nduding the Midwest Clin in 1980, Her bands were nown
forr thesr traveling touwrs throwghouwt the United States, Messoo, Canada and Eurcpe. In 1575 her Harmson Band won the Gold
Medal at the World Musec Cortest in Kekade, Holand.

b=, Wiright has received rumerows awards and honors throughout ber career. In 155%, she was the thed woman to be elected to the ASEDW. In 1571
she was awarded the Tau Beta Sigma Matonal Servoe to Musec &ward, and in 1973 she was the first woman to receive Mational Honorary Membership
n Fhi Beta k. bn 1984 she was the first woman elected to the ABA. She reczived the Sudler Gold Medal from the Sousa Foundation, on which she sti
serves. Im 1990, she received the Intemational Golden Rose dward from WEOH. In 1995 she was the first living woman to be indudted o the WEDH
Hall of Fame for Detinguished ‘Women Conductors. In 1599, she became the first woman inducted into the Mational Band Assooation Hall of Fame. In
1984, she founded The Wioeman Conircior for WHDI and sened a5 esecutive secretary of WEDI for many years. She sereed as Fresident of the
nternational Band Tours, and with her husband, Al she condudted 31 corsecutve tours of Ewrope and England. Induded in these tours were bvo



performances at WASEE in Belgivm and England. For 13 years she also conducted tours of Central Amesica, duning which time she recesved the Key to

the City of Taxco, bessco. &1 and Gladys received the Midwest Medal of Honor. Her philasophy isc |t's not where you ane that counts, But what you dio
while you are there.

Gladys and Al were awarded the Fhi Beta Mu Imternational &eard for Service to Music. In 2000 she was inducted o the Honarary Morttwest Band

Cirectorns Association. In 2001 she was selected as one of the top University of Oregon representatwes in 125 years to have a major impact throughout
thex weorld. &l and Gladys Wght were hononed with the Midwest Lifetme Achievement Sward in 2314

-
Honor Roll of
Magna Cum Laude Award Recipients

2016 - Menticello Middle Schaaol, lllingis - Amanda J. Allen, Directar
2013 - School for the Creative and Performing Arts Middle School, Kentucky - Robin Barker, Director
2007 - Southwest Middle School, Morth Caralina - Michael Lopez, Diractar
2004 - 5t. Clement of Rome School, Louisiana - Michael Genewvay, Director
2003 - Pickens County Middle Schoal, Georgia - Mary Land, Diractor



