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Summa Cum Laude Award

An Intemational Award Recognizing Band Programs of Outstanding Musical Excellence
from Small Schools
Administered by WEBDI Sponsored by Gladys 5. Wright

Purpose
The Purpose of this award shall be to identify, recognize, and honer high school band programs from achools with an
enrallment of 850 or less, that have demonstrated particularly significant high standards of excellence in concert
activities over a pericd of several years. Selected middle school students may perform as members of the high school
band.

How to Apply

The director nominating their band for the award will be asked to submit materials for evaluation purposes. These
should include:

1. Concert programs from a minimum of the previous three years.

2. Three copies of digital recordings of state sanctioned concert band festival or contest performances or a
prafessicnal recording of a concert from the previous two years. Recordings should include a standard march
and two contrasting concert selections at grade 2 or higher.

Evidence of studant participation in Solo and Ensemble festivals.

Evidence of student participation in All-District/All-State/other such honor band eventa.

Photegraphs of the director and concert band.

Press clippings or copies of press dippings.

Written recommendations of three or more conductors of recognized reputation whio have heard the band
perform recenthy.

8. Copies of adjudication forms from state sanctioned concert band festivals/conteats.

2. All materials should be submitted online or in a portfelio not more than 1 inch thick

10. Application deadline iz October 17

e in R

Submit portfolic enline or mail te:
Fran Shelton
445 Primrose Lane
Hendersonville, NC 2873%

The Award
Bands receiving the Summa Cum Laude Award will receive:
1. The Summa Cum Laude plague for the director.
2. A distinctive plaque for the schoal.
3. Certificate for student members of the performing group.

Award Presentation
The award will be presented at the annual luncheon &t the Midwest Clinic. If 2 WEDI member is near enough to the
wining school, it may be arranged with the director of the school for a presentation to be made at a concert after the
Midwest presentation.



Procedure
Meominations will be received from any source and at any time by Wamen Band Directors International. The nominations
will be evaluated by the selection committee established by WBDI. The selection committes will be composed of
successful public school and university barnd directors who are experienced music educators.

There is no specific number of schools honored each year. Bands that are approved to receive this award will be
notified by the selection committes.

Selection Criteria
# The band must have achieve and maintained a high standard in the concert band area over a period of five years.
+ The band must have been evaluated by qualified persons and should have received ratings of Superior at state or
regional levels of festival or competitive performances.
#  The director must have been incumbent in his/her position for at least five years, including the current year.
# A number of students should have participated in all-county/district/state honor bands and similar zll area groups,
and solo/ensemble events.
#  The total program muzt exemplify what iz conzidered a sound, viable music educational program for the level of

endeavor.
Selection Committee
Mar'lhm Bennetl, D|nv|:'_'.-. TX Tom REyﬂnH:. Mazs |T, Bosten, M& Mern bears Al Largpe:
Debbie Bradley, Yaldesta, Ga Wal Sherman, Red Deer, Canada Kathy Cox, Blackshear, Ga
Mar'||:|l1'| Renner, Weast Larayrllz. I Fran Sheltan, Hendersanville, MC, =hair Karen Williams, Wayne:\li"e, [

Linda Thompsan, San Diegae, CA

Award Sponsor: Gladys Stone Wright

Gladyz Stone Wright, founding president of WEDI in 1947, was born in Wasco, Oregon. She gradusted from Lebanon High
School in Lebanon, Oregon before attending the University of Oregon where she received both her badhelor's and master's
degroees. In 1953, she was married to Dr. A1 G. Wright

She has 36 years of teaching experience at the high school level: Elmir High School [enrelment 200) in Elmira, Cregon
11945 1953), Caterbein High Schaol (enrollment 97) in Citerbein, Indiana (1954-1981), Klondkes High School {enrellmant
200 in West Lafayette, Indiana {1963-1970), and William Henry Hamison High Sdhoo in West Lafagette, | ndiana (1930-15%84).
Her bands performed in soveral music education conferences including the Midwest Clinic in 1980, Her bands were known
far their traveling tours throughouwt the United States, Mexico, Canada and Eurcpe. In 1975 her Harison Band won the Gold
Medal at the Warld Music Contest in Kerkrade, Holland

krs. Wright has received numerous awards and honors throughout her career. In 1959, she was the third woman to be elected to the ASBDWA. In 1971
she was awarded the Tau Beta Sigma Mational Serdce to Music Award, and in 1873 she was the first woman to receive National Honorary
Membership in Phi Beta Mw In 1984 she was the first woman elected to the ABS. She received the Sudler Gold Medal from the Sousa Foundation, on
which she still serves. In 1920, she received the International Golden Rose Award from 'WEDI. In 1995 she was the first Iving woman to be inducted
irta thie WEDI Hall of Fame for Distinguished Women Conductors. In 1999, shie becamie the first woman inducted into the Mational Band Azsociation
Hall of Fame. In 1984, she founded The Yioman Conductor for WEBDI and served as executive secretary of WBDH for many years. She served as
President of the Intermational Band Tours, and with her husband, &1, she conducted 31 consecutive tours of Evrope and England. Included in these
towrs were two performances at WASEE in Belgium and England. For 13 years she aso conducted tours of Certral America, during which time she
received the Key to the City of Taxco, Mexico. Al and Gladys received the Midwest Medal of Honor. Her philesophy is: It's not where you ane that
counts, bat what you do while pou are thare.

Gladys and &l were swarded the Fhi Beta Mu Internatiomal &ward for Service to Music. In 2000 she was inducted into the Honorary Mortfresst Band
Cirectors Association. In 200H she was selected o one of the top University of Cregon representatives im 125 years to have a major impact
throughout the world. Al and Gladys Wright were honored with the Midwest Lifetime Achievement Award in 2014,



Homnor Roll of
Summa Cum Laude Award Recipients

2001 - Hendersenville High School - Hendersonville - Director Fran Shelton
2013 — Swain County High Schoal — Bryson City — Director Karen Williams

2018 = Avery County High School = Newland = Director Dee Raby



